
Elisabetta Terragni   CV

STUDIO TERRAGNI ARCHITETTI, Como, Italy.

1. HIGHER EDUCATION
Degrees

Milan Polytechnic, Italy1981-1986 Master of Architecture April 1986 
(Facolta’ di Architettura Politecnico di Milano, Italy, Dottore in Architettura).

2. EXPERIENCE:
   A. Teaching
SSA CCNY 2008 - present Associate Professor Architecture
Milan Polytechnic, Italy 2004-08     Adjunct Professor Museum Architecture
Fachhochschule Muenster 2007 Visiting Professor Architecture
(Westaflia-Germany).
NYIT 2006 Adjunct Professor Architecture
NYIT 2005 Distinguished Professor Architecture
ETH Zurich 1997-99 Assistant Professor   Architecture
(Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich, Switzerland)
Sci-Arc 1997-99 Visiting Professor Architecture

3. PUBLICATIONS:  (last six years)
(1) Books:

-“GAPS: Maps, Thresholds and Breaks in the architectural design of Elisabetta 
Terragni,”Introduction by Sauerbruch+Hutton, Berlin -Graphic Design by xycomm, Milan.
Isbn. n. 978-88-7185-243-0, published NodoLibri, Nodo s.n.c., via Borsieri 16, 22100 
Como – I.
-“Tunnel RE-Vision”, Studio Terragni Architetti /Jeffrey Schnapp / Filmwork / Gruppe
Gut. Publication of  the Trento Tunnels Project at the 12a Venice Biennale, 12th
International Architecture Exhibition, Milan, 2010.

(2) Refereed articles:
Elisabetta Terragni, “What’s on the Face of a Coin” in: Perspecta, the Yale Architectural 
journal, No. 47, Spring 2014; [in Press]
-Elisabetta Terragni: “Quanto di quello che abbiamo fatto va bene? How much of  what 
we did is good?”in:Architettura Guerra e Ricordo,ENGRAMMA, la tradizione classica 
nella memoria occidentale, n.113, January- February 2014 [www.engramma.it].Juried e-
publications;            
-Elisabetta Terragni:“T’N T Trento and Tirana Tunnels” in: Last Round Ecology, Slum 
Lab, September 2011, [edited by Alfredo Brillenbourg and Denise Hoffman Brandt];        
-Elisabetta Terragni: “Twist and Shout”,Archivio Enrico Cassina, Energia delle Cose
Ritrovate, in:Abitare Magazine, 527, pp.36-41, November 2012;

(3) Book chapters:
ElisabettaTerragni, “Cold War Panor(a)ma: Porto Palermo Museum in Albania”, in:
“RE- ENACTING THE PAST. Museography for conflict heritage”, Mazara del Vallo, 
Lettera Ventidue, 2013, pp. 396-411.

(4) Books or articles that assess other’s work:
“YAP 2012:Take a Roman Holiday at MAXXI", in: Abitare web, June 2012.
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An early summer afternoon report by Elisabetta Terragni on the public installation 
designed by Urban Movement Design, NY. 
-“A Burst of Ideas,” in: Domus Special issue 2009; GREEN WAYS (February 2009) [on 
the prefabricated vacation house by Jeremy Edmiston and Douglas Gauthier]. 
-Elisabetta Terragni, “Epilogue”, in: Sui Muri, catalogue of the exhibition, [on Debra
Dolinski’s painting], Como, February 02-March 30, 2012;  
Italy”in: AV (Arquitectura Viva), “Primera Infancia” Doce escuelas en Espana, dos en 
Italia y dos en Japon, n.126, December 2009, pp.  92-95;                                    
-Elisabetta Terragni “In the Shadow of Children in Flower,” [on the Altavilla school], in: 
Domus, 912, March 2008;

Elisabetta Terragni is a licensed architect practicing between Italy, Switzerland, Albania
and the United States. Her work extends from the analysis of hand-motion to the 
transformation of abandoned industrial and military infrastructures.
Terragni’s work raises issues of spatial and temporal discontinuities in the design of 
exhibitions, the conversion of abandoned sites and disused infrastructures for new public
purposes. Leftovers, abandoned places, and structures that have fallen in disuse will 
continue to be the sites of architectural interventions, challenging imagination and 
sensibility, so as to avoid heavy-handed results. 
In a number of places, such as abandoned highway tunnels and demilitarized zones, 
Terragni has installed museum venues and rededicated remaining buildings by treading 
lightly on the ground.  
She has frequent consultation with private individuals and institutions regarding projects 
of renovation and re-adaptation like the consultancy for Trento Province in view of the 
development in the area around the tunnels project, 2010 to present, and for the 
Albanian Government on abandoned Cold War military sites and the newly opened 
National Museum.of Secret Surveillance.
 Since the extensive renovation project of Giuseppe Terragni’s 1937 Asilo Sant’Elia, 
Como, entailing an integral structural renovation and overhaul of mechanical equipment, 
she is frequently invited to analyze economical and technical problems of landmark 
buildings from 1920 to 1950.

(1) Dissemination and nature of audiences reached:
A frequent participant at public professional gatherings and events, serving the 
community of Como, Italy, and university and professional school audiences in Germany
and the U.S.      
In addition to Museum exhibits, such as  Altre Filosofie dell'Abitare/ Novel Living 
Concepts installation at the 2016 Triennale in Milan, at the Maxxi Museum in Rome (Re-
cycle Exhibition Strategies for Architecture, City and Planet, 2011-2012 -Erasmus Effect.
Architetti italiani all' estero / Italian Architects Abroad,2013-2014) and the 12th and 13th 
Venice Biennale in 2010 and 2011,  Terragni’s work is frequently included in 
international design, urban, and landscape publications, such as:Int/AR Journal, 
European Museums in the 21st. Century: Setting the Framework, Milan, 
AV(ArquitecturaViva), including essays in Perspecta, Engramma, Abitare, Domus, 
amongs others.
In addition to the audience of design professionals, Terragni’s design research and 
projects in abandoned urban infrastructures have been presented at numerous venues 
to engage the public interest and build public commitment. Venues such as Fest-Arch: 
Città e Anticittà / City and Anticity”, in Perugia and Assisi (June 2011), the International 
Symposium “Riciclare Paesaggi, Riciclare Memorie: I Teatri di Guerra”, at IUAV, in 
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Venice (November 2012)and the 2013 Bruner Loeb Forum on Legacy City,“Design 
Workshop, Detroit,”a collaboration between The Max Bond Center on Design for the Just
City, The City and The American Assembly, Columbia University,
offered arenas for discussion and new research directions.

(2) Impact of the work: 
She is especially active in the design of public schools and museum exhibitions, as well 
as temporary displays, both in Europe and more recently the U.S. with a body of realized
and extensively published buildings.
Her work in her architecture office and her expertise and experience in construction and 
fabrication are tested and challenged everyday in teaching and coordinating studio both 
in undergraduate and graduate programs.The work is a model for design-build and 
research and has been recognized with numerous international awards, including: The 
Ideas for the Future of City. Smart Future Minds Award [The Trento Tunnel project has 
been selected from among 10 other visionary and sustainable projects] and nominated 
and shortlisted for the arc-Vision Prize-Women and Architecture, an International Social 
Architecture Award for women designers, 2013;

(3) Leadership roles and accomplishments:
Terragni’s expertise has led to invitations to participate in peer reviews for international 
agencies and institutions, including: the “Italian National Agency for the Evaluation of 
Universities and Research Institutions”,“Legacy City Design Assembly”, advisory group 
(The Max Bond Center, CCNY, -American Assembly, Columbia University), the “Canada
Council for the Arts” to select Canada’s exhibition team for the Venice Architecture 
Biennale, 2014, the “YAP MAXXI”, a program promoting and supporting young 
architects, in  partnership with MoMA and MoMA PS1, Rome/New York.  

The focus of her team work is on projects that involve the repurposing of abandoned 
pieces of industrial infrastructure and on innovative public uses of degraded and 
neglected sites. Based in Italy and the USA, the team consists of Elisabetta Terragni, 
D.R.A.W llc (Design, Research, Architecture, Writing and  Studio Terragni Architetti 
(Como/New York; installation design and architecture), Kurt Forster, (Yale University); 
concept-development, curatorial and scientific coordination); Daniele Ledda, xycomm 
(Milan; graphics and communication). They work with collaborators from partner 
museums and foundations worldwide, and with creative technologists from the fields of 
interaction, sound, lighting and stage design. Their research and development process 
involves multiple domains of expertise that come together to address pressing needs. 
The team’s international character and experience in devising innovative solutions to 
unconventional problems place it at the forefront of contemporary work in emerging 
domains of transdisciplinary design practice. 
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